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“The 50 Brides of Prajwala: Shattered Dreams Reborn” Fundraiser on October 23:

US bride and anti-trafficking advocates will host a fundraiser benefiting 50 brides in India who have rebuilt their lives after being rescued from sex trafficking by the organization Prajwala.

Marriage brings people together – individuals, families, and communities. This fall it will also bridge two worlds and unite two cultures. Sunitha Krishnan, an anti-trafficking advocate from Hyderabad, India, will be in Washington, DC on Monday, October 23, for “The 50 Brides of Prajwala: Shattered Dreams Reborn” – a fundraiser benefiting 50 trafficking survivors to be married this fall in ceremonies sponsored by her organization, Prajwala. 

“In addition to fighting injustice and improving the state’s response to heinous crimes, Sunitha and Prajwala are working to bring the joy of a wedding to women who have triumphed over so much suffering and abuse,” says event Host Committee member Lucy Melvin. “As a recent bride myself, I want to join with my friends, colleagues, and family and support the hope and triumph that these marriages represent.”

Over 2 million women and children are sexually trafficked each year in India and have little hope of escaping alive. As a determined 16-year-old, Sunitha Krishnan began her fight for the rights of those trafficked. Through her organization Prajwala, Sunitha has rescued and rehabilitated thousands of victims – reintegrating them into society and giving them back a normal life.

This fall 50 of the women from Prajwala will be celebrating a milestone in life they once dreamt of reaching – marriage. 

“As survivors of trafficking, the prospect of marriage can be very grim for most of these women,” noted Melvin. “The fact that they will start this next phase of life is a huge testament to their perseverance and also to Prajwala’s success in facilitating their rehabilitation process.”

“The 50 Brides of Prajwala” will benefit the planned weddings and raise awareness about sex trafficking and the successful work of Prajwala. Through Prajwala, Sunitha is playing a facilitative and catalytic role in getting India’s government and citizen organizations to jointly manage a slew of protective and rehabilitative services for sexually trafficked children. 

The event, planned for October 23 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Sewall-Belmont House and Museum, will include Indian food and entertainment, such as dancing and traditional henna painting. As of [date] the Host Committee includes Ashoka, the American University Women and Politics Institute, I Do Foundation, Little Black Book, National Network to End Domestic Violence, Women’s Information Network (WIN), and individuals including Karen Mulhauser, Heather Booth, Gail Ravnitzky-Silberglied, Jatrice Martel Gaiter and Lucy Melvin.

*******************************************************************

To read more about Sunitha, Prajwala and their work go to:

Prajwala’s website: http://www.prajwalaindia.org/.

Sunitha was an Ashoka Fellow and has also been named the winner of the 2006

Perdita Huston Human Rights award: http://www.perditahustonaward.com/
